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Global capitalism and the surveillance state have built and 

vigorously promoted cloud computing and big data analytics. These 

are necessary to sustain chains of accumulation, to manage the 

global division of labour, and to control today’s workplace. But their 

consequences generate chains of resistance which are essential 

for creating alternatives, for developing democratically governed 

public information utilities that reimagine and reinvent Marx’s vision 

of the General Intellect. 

















“… a model for enabling convenient, on demand network 

access to a shared pool of configurable computing  

resources (networks, servers, storage, applications, and  

services) that can be rapidly provisioned and released  

with minimal management effort or service provider  

interaction.” 

 

           - _ - U.S. National Institute of Standards and Technology 



“Cloud computing is nothing more than the 

next step in outsourcing your IT 

operations.”  

                                  - Kuznetsky Group 

LLC 



“It’s a bullshi* marketing term.” 















• 1858:  Marx on The General Intellect 

• 1950s: Soviet cybernetics 

• 1960s: North America considers a new public utility 

• 1970s: Chile Project Cybersyn 

• 1980s: Teletext, Telidon, Prestel, Minitel 

• 1990s: Internet I: The public utility emerges 

• 2000s: Internet II: Attacking the public utility 

• 2010s: The Cloud -- Digital Capitalism or The New 

General Intellect? 

MAKING AND UNMAKING A  PUBLIC  

UT IL ITY :  A  SUBTERRANEAN H ISTORY OF 

THE CLOUD  





H o w  g r e e n  i s  y o u r  c l o u d ?  



The Civil Rights Fight of the Information Age 







D I G I T A L  P O S I T I V I S M  

“This is a world where massive amounts of data 

and applied mathematics replace every other 

tool that might be brought to bear. Out with 

every theory of human behavior, from linguistics 

to sociology. Forget taxonomy, ontology, and 

psychology. Who knows why people do what 

they do? The point is they do it, and we can 

track and measure it with unprecedented fidelity. 

With enough data, the numbers speak for 

themselves.”  

- Chris Anderson, “The End of Theory,” Wired magazine   

 




