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or….. 



because this….. 



feminist analysis and 

immaterial labour 

 

 

• “Feminist analyses have…long recognized the social 
value of caring labor, kin work, nurturing, and maternal 
activities. What are new, on the other hand, are the 
extent to which this affective immaterial labor is now 
directly productive of capital…”  

• Hardt, Michael. 1999. “Affective Labor’” Boundary 2 26 (2): 97 



feminisation of labour 

• “Work is being redefined as both literally female and 
feminized, whether performed by men or women. To 
be feminized is to be made extremely vulnerable; able 
to be disassembled, reassembled, exploited as reserve 
labour force; seen less as workers than as servers; 
subjected to time arrangements on and off the paid job 
that make a mockery of a limited work day; leading an 
existence that always borders on being obscene, out of 
place”  

• Haraway, Donna J. 1991. Simians, Cyborgs, and Women: The Reinvention of Nature, 
London: Free Association Books: 166).  

 



this thing 



domestic work and use-values 

• “Non-material use-values are those goods produced 
within the housework process which have no material 
basis: affection, sexuality, companionship, “love,” and 
the like. These goods satisfy the individual’s non-
material needs, which are as important for his/her 
reproduction as is a grilled steak or an ironed shirt. But 
these non-material use-values are not commodities 
which have real or true exchange-values; they have no 
“free” market. They are intermediate moments within 
the process of commodity (labor-power) production, 
they are use-values for value”  

• Fortunati, Leopoldina 1995 The Arcane of Reproduction: Housework, prostitution, 
labour and capital. Trans. H. Creek. New York: Autonomedia, p.73. 

 



indirect relationship to capital 

• the labourer “…who has consumed his labor-power 
within the process of commodity production, is the 
same worker who must carry out the activity of 
consuming the use-values produced by the female 
houseworker, use-values that he needs for his own 
reproduction. Between the female houseworker (who 
manifests her own labor-power) and the product of her 
work – the labor-powers of the male worker, of future 
workers, and her own labor-power – there remains the 
individual consumption of each of these individuals” 

• Fortunati, Leopoldina 1995 The Arcane of Reproduction: Housework, prostitution, 
labour and capital. Trans. H. Creek. New York: Autonomedia, p.73. 

 



persistence of use-values 



normalising alienation  



disciplined users 



bringing the boys to the yard 


